Regulatory squelching.
An important function of transcription factors may be to sequester coactivators or corepressors of transcription. In this manner transcription factors could regulate in trans the activity of promoters to which they do not bind. This may be of widespread significance as a mechanism to control cell cycle-dependent and differentiation-specific transcriptional activity within eukaryotic cells. Therefore squelching in vivo may be important than hitherto appreciated.